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End with application +
action

Start with prayer +
scriptures

S

t
Textual context +
terms

u
Unwrap with 
Questions

d
Draw conclusions

e

e

Examine a�ributes

Pray and ask the Lord 
to reveal something to 

you in His Word. 
Read through the 

entire passage you are 
studying.

It is important to begin with prayer and create a 
reverent posture before the Lord. Remember, we are 

studying His Word to gain a greater understanding of who 
He is, not about ourselves. It is also important to read the 
passage all the way through. I even encourage, that if you 
are working your way through a book of the Bible, to start 

at the beginning of the book and read it at its entirety 
each time you sit down to study. 

determine the 5 W’s & 
look up unknown 

terms. 

understand the text 
by asking questions.

think about what 
you have read.

consider the 
characteristics of God, 

and think critically 
about which to apply 

to the passage.

end your time in 
prayer. ask the lord 

how to apply his 
word to your life. 

The 5’s are: Who (who wrote it & to whom it was written), 
What (in what style was it written), When, Where, & Why 

(purpose/themes). This requires a little research, but 
understanding the historical context of the book will really 
help bring full understanding of the text and who God is in 

each passage of scripture. The Hebrew and Greek 
languages are so rich; take time to look up words in the 

original language for greater understanding. 

In order to help process what you are reading as you dig 
into a passage, write out questions on either your copy 
of the text or in a joural. Use the cross references in 

your Bible to help answer your questions. 

Based on all the information that you have gathered, 
what conclusions can you draw about the passage or 

set of scriptures? It is help to write out what you are 
learning (I call this AHA! moments) as you discover it. 

Consider all that you have read and discovered about 
the passage, who is God in all of it? 

What are His characteristics? 
What has He done or said that stands out to you?

How can you apply what you have learned to your daily 
life, and what will yo do in response to what the Lord 
has revealed to you? Make sure to end your time in 

prayer and thank the Lord for His Word. 
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